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point-of-view as the decisive one, completely overlooking
the strictly causal motive; clearly, in instinctive recogni-
tion of the essentially creative factor of the psyche.
If we so act in everyday experience, a scientific psych-
ology must also take this circumstance into account,
and not rely exclusively upon the strictly causal stand-
point originally taken over from natural science; for it
also has to consider the purposive nature of the psychic
product,
When we find everyday experience establishing the
purposive orientation of the conscious content beyond
any sort of doubt, we have absolutely no grounds to
assume, in the absence of experience to the contrary, that
this may not also be the case with the content of the
unconscious, My experience gives me no reason at all to
dispute the purposive orientation of unconscious contents;
on the contrary, the cases in which a satisfactory in-
terpretation could alone be attained through the intro-
duction of the purposive standpoint are in the majority.
Suppose, for example, we were again to consider the
vision of Saul, but this time from the angle of the Pauline
world mission, and were now to reach the conclusion that
Saul, though a conscious persecutor of Christians, had
unconsciously adopted the Christian standpoint, that he
was finally brought to avow it by the increasing pre-
dominance and final irruption of the unconscious stand-
point, and that his unconscious personality was constantly
striving towards this goal in an instinctive apprehension
of the necessity and importance of such an act. To me
this seems a more adequate explanation of the real
significance of the event than a reductive interpretation
to personal motives, albeit, these latter doubtless co-
operated in one form or another, since the 'all-too-human'
is never lacking, Similarly, the indication given in the
Acts of the Apostles of a purposive interpretation of the